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Farewell 

At half-term, we said farewell to Mrs March, Learning Support            
Assistant, who had worked at John Colet, supporting students, for over 
a year. We wish her well in her new post in Oxfordshire. 

Visit of Olympian 

The students and staff of the John Colet School were delighted to   
welcome ex-Olympian Silver 400m sprint medallist Roger Black on the      
25 October 2012. 

The day was donated to the school by parent Mrs Carrie Nugent who 
had won this promotional day as part of Florette’s Summer of Sport 
Draw. A second part of the prize was a donation of £500 to go         
towards sports equipment. 

During the day, as well as meeting Mrs Nugent’s two sons Matthew 
and  Jordan; Roger spoke to all students in Years 9, 10 and Sixth 
Form about the importance of striving to be the best, both from a 
sporting and academic perspective. Roger led a variety of practical 
sessions for students in Years 7 to 11 throughout the visit to help    
students develop their sporting skills. 

We are very grateful to Mrs Nugent for donating this brilliant              
opportunity to the school. Sport has a very high profile at the school 
with excellent facilities and a wide range of extra-curricular clubs. Our 
students and staff were delighted to meet Roger Black, to hear his    
inspirational assembly and then to pick up new sporting skills. 

 

Mrs C McLintock  - Headteacher 

ParentMail 

 

We are pleased to confirm that ParentMail2 is now up and running for 
online payments of school trips. This is the preferred method of      
payment and we are encouraging parents to sign up if they have not 
already done so. Please contact finance@johncolet.co.uk if you have 
not signed up and we will be happy to talk you through the registration 
process. 

JEANS FOR GENES 

We would like to announce 
that the school  raised a     
magnificent £940 for Jeans 
for Genes from our mufti 
Friday. 

Thank you to all involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs V Walker 

mailto:finance@johncolet.co.uk
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Year 7 Bulletin Board 

Year 7 have settled very well into life at the John Colet and are to be congratulated on such a positive start.  The 
Merit Cup was presented to 7D at the end of October for having a class total of 577 merits.  The race to win the 
cup at Christmas begins again after half term!  I have been impressed with the number of students who have 
been involving themselves in the wide variety of clubs and extra curricular activities on offer.  There are over 
80 activities open to Year 7 across the fortnightly timetable - every student is encouraged to join in at least one      
activity.  Year 7 are supporting LEPRA as our charity this year and have participated in a 'Zumba Workout' on the 
7th November.  The year group have also had the opportunity to support the Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox Appeal; deadline for boxes to school was 9th November.   Children have been filling shoe boxes with 
goodies for disadvantaged children in Europe and beyond. We do appreciate the level of generosity shown for 
our sponsored events and would like to say thank you. A quick reminder to parents and carers to ensure that you 
are checking your child's planner and signing it on a weekly basis please.  We are looking forward to a           

second successful half term. Well done, Year 7 students!      Mrs D Fanchi - Head of Year 7 

Social Networking Safety Advice 

Please be aware that the current minimum recommended age for students to be allowed 
to make use of social networking sites (eg. facebook, MSN, etc) is 13 years old.  This is 
not a legal requirement and as a school, we are aware that large numbers of students of 
all ages have social networking accounts.   

The school’s recommendation is that parents of all students monitor their children’s social 
networking accounts on a regular basis, checking who they have accepted as friends and 
also ensuring that messages being posted/sent are appropriate and acceptable in terms of 
both language and content.  This can play a big part in maintaining your child’s safety 
whilst using the internet. 

Every year school staff spend a lot of time trying to investigate and resolve issues that occur on social networking 
sites and which then cause complex friendship issues in school and close monitoring of student’s activities on 
such sites would help prevent many of the incidents escalating and getting out of hand. 

If you would like to find further information regarding social networking, a website that you may find a useful 
source of advice and information is www.thinkuknow.co.uk” 

Many thanks for your support in this matter.   Mrs D Fanchi  - Head Of Year 7 

VISIT TO HALTON TRENCHES  

On Friday the 9th November 2012, Mrs Cobley’s English group walked to the RAF Halton 
Trenches.  After a 20 minute walk, we arrived at the RAF Halton entrance where we were 
greeted by our guide Flt. Lt. Claesons. 

We learnt that the trenches were actually built by the soldiers to teach them how to build 
trenches around warzones in Europe during World War 1. The trenches were very deep, as 

tall as a man, dug out of clay and chalk, and the walls were edged with rock and sandbags. The purposes of these 
trenches were for troops to position themselves within a warzone and attack the enemy, and then retreat to safety.  
The purpose of the Halton trenches was to prepare the soldiers for war and face to face combat.  When in the 
trenches, we got a feeling of how cramped the conditions must have been for the many soldiers.  

The weather on the day of our visit was mild and dry, but history tells us that soldiers had to endure extreme 
weather conditions, such as torrential rain, snow and ice.  Indeed, we learnt that many soldiers perished due to 
the cold and wet alone. 

We heard that 60,000 soldiers were trained here before they were dispatched to France and Belgium.  It was    
difficult to imagine, boys as young as 15 were preparing for war in these trenches.  Many of the boys lied about 
their age and may have been as young as 14. 

During our visit, one of the pupils read a poem to remember the brave, fallen heroes which I found very moving 
and the atmosphere was very sombre.   Following this reading, another pupil laid a poppy wreath near the    
trenches.  Our group then stood for two minutes in silence to reflect on the bravery of the soldiers and their      
commitment to their country.   

It is important to remember the hundreds of thousands that served valiantly to protect Great Britain and her allies, 
not forgetting the veterans who survived.  Also it reminds us of the futilities of war and of those who made the ulti-

mate sacrifice.                  George Rose 9C 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
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HOLIDAY DATES 

AUTUMN TERM 2012 

Christmas Holiday: School closes at 

12.10 p.m. on Friday 21 December.  

 

 

SPRING TERM 2013 

School re-opens morning of Tuesday 8 

January 2013. 

February 1/2 term: School closes at end 
of  afternoon on Friday 15 February 
and re-opens morning of  Monday 25 

February. 

Easter Holiday: School closes at end of   

afternoon on Thursday 28 March. 

SUMMER TERM 2013 

School  re-opens morning of  Monday 

15 April. 

INSET DAY: Friday 26 April 2013 

May 1/2 term: School closes at end of 
afternoon on Friday 24 May and        

re-opens morning of  Monday 3 June. 

Summer Holiday: School closes at  

12.10 p.m. on Wednesday 24 July. 

AUTUMN TERM 2013 

School re-opens morning of Thursday 5 

September 2013. 

October 1/2 term: School closes at end 
of afternoon on  Friday 25 October and 
re-opens morning of Monday 4           

November. 

Christmas Holiday: School closes 12.10 

p.m. on Friday 20 December . 

INSET DAYS: Tuesday 3 September 

and Wednesday 4 September 

SPRING TERM 2014 

School re-opens morning of Monday 6 

January. 

February 1/2 term: School closes at 
end of afternoon on Friday 14         
February and re-opens morning of  

Monday 24 February. 

Easter Holiday: School closes at end of 

afternoon on Friday 4 April . 

SUMMER TERM 2014 

School re-opens on morning of     

Wednesday 23 April. 

May 1/2 term: School closes at end of 
afternoon on Friday 23 May and          

re-opens morning of Monday 2 June. 

Summer Holiday: School closes at 

12.10 p.m. on Wednesday 23 July. 

 

INSET DAY: Tuesday 22 April  

VISIT TO HALTON TRENCHES  

Our English Class, accompanied by Mrs Cobley and Mr Date, went to Halton 
RAF camp to see a reconstruction of a First World War trench, because we 
needed to know the reality of the poems and stories we have been reading in 
our lessons.  The visit was on Friday 9th November. 

When we arrived, we were taken to the trench where we met a man who was dressed as an ordinary  
soldier in the First World War.  We could look down into the trench.  At first he talked us through the  
stages of the war, and what weapons were used and why the trenches were built and how they were 
built.  He also described how awful the conditions were and the suffering of the men caused by conditions 
such as Trench Foot and Shell Shock.  I found his description of the conditions upsetting and               
uncomfortable because of the surroundings we were in; the deep trench; no man’s land; the weapons; 
the noise; the dead bodies entangled in barbed wire. 

After this we got taken into a trench to see things at first hand.  For example they explained how they use 
the gas and how they warned others about the gas attacks.   They did this by ringing a bell and shouting 
warnings.  We did this to understand the horror of the war and to begin to be able to empathise with the 
young men who had to fight. 

Towards the end of the visit we laid a wreath of poppies to represent our respect towards the soldiers.  
We used the poppy as a symbol of spilt blood and how they grew on the battle field (the very first flowers 
to do so). 

I would recommend this trip to the other classes because it was a powerful experience and shows the 
reality of war, which most people my age don’t realise. 

Josie Mullins - 9D 

Thank you to all involved with our Poppy Appeal which raised an amazing £192.00 

We are delighted with this result. 

Plus two inset days yet to be decided 
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SIXTH FORM NEWS 

On Remembrance Sunday, which this year actually fell on 11 November, our Head Boy and Head 
Girl, namely Jason Gooderham  and  Kate Bowman  laid a wreath at the Service at Manor Waste in     
Wendover.  Their dignified behaviour once again made them perfect ambassadors for the Sixth 
Form and the school. The weather remained dry which made this sombre occasion a more pleasant             
experience. 

We would like to say ‘Well done’ to Rob Hazard who, a few weeks ago passed his preliminary RAF 
Pilot test.  This is quite an achievement as only 1/10 candidates pass it. 

Thrilling Thursday was a great success and raised £109.14 for charity.  Also the Sixth Form did a Cake Bake where 
they were selling all kinds of delicious cakes at break and lunch time.  This event raised £141.31 for charity.  The 
Sixth Form are working really hard to increase their charity money and before the end of this term, they are hoping 
to do another Cake Bake and a Santa’s Grotto for the lower school. 

The second half of this month is very busy for the Sixth Form and will be reported upon in the December newslet-
ter. 

At the end of October we were fortunate enough to have Roger Black, the ex-Olympian 400 metres runner visit the 
school. I would like to thank James Davis for giving up some of his time and writing the following article about this 

visit, on behalf of the Sixth Form.                                                           Jayne Gott - Assistant Head of 6th Form 

 

The Roger Black Training Session 

On Thursday 27
th
 October 2012, a past Olympian, Roger Black, came to the school to speak in an 

assembly and take part in a training session.  Specialising in the 400 metres, Roger Black is one 
of Britain’s greatest-ever sprinters, having won an impressive medal haul of nine major            
championship gold medals. He was a former Commonwealth and Double European 400 metre 
champion, a World Champion twice over and three time European Champion and Commonwealth 
Champion at the 4 x 400 metres relay. His greatest achievement was the silver medal that he won 

in the 400 metre race in the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta.  However, he is also famous for the huge upset that 
the relay team produced over the USA to win the 4 x 400 metre relay title in the 1991 World Championships. With a 
personal best time of 44.37 seconds he is a former British record holder, and is currently the second fastest Britain 
and third fastest European in history.  

The Year 9 and 10 assembly also consisted of some other students selected by the PE Department, due to their   
talents in their sporting fields, to come and watch.  Roger firstly introduced himself before showing us a video about 
London 2012, and the highlights of the games. We heard the words of Sebastian Coe about the Olympic spirit, 
along with a compilation of the great moments of this year’s Olympics, including not only the gold medalists, like 
Jessica Ennis and Mo Farah, but also those who represented the Olympic Spirit. Roger was an ambassador for the 
London 2012 Olympic team, and he was there to assist and inspire the team to their incredible medal haul. He also 
showed us his silver medal which he won in the 400 metre race at the 1996 Olympic Games and a video of his 
1991 World Championship run in the 4 x 400 metre relay. The final part of the morning was a question and answer 
session and we learned that Roger, despite being the fastest runner in his school, did not take up athletics until his 
late teens. During his gap year, a friend suggested that he spend the year training with the local athletics club, and 
the rest is history. Mr Wilson also asked what his best times were, including the time he ran in his last 400 metre 
race. Despite losing a lot of fitness over the years, he got the hint, and declared he could beat Mr Wilson easily!  

The second half of the morning was a training session with Roger. Despite time restrictions, we spent roughly 30 
minutes learning about the drills he did when he was training and then did a series of sprint races. Three of his 
drills included ankle rolls, leg kicks and high knees, which was done in the “correct anatomical position” Despite 
saying that the former was the easiest, we all struggled to get to grips with the ankle rolls, especially as he did them       
differently from the way I normally do them in my training sessions!  

However, the morning was a fantastic experience, not only getting to meet an Olympian, but also to perform train-
ing drills which an Olympian did in his hey-day. On behalf of the school, I would like to say thank you to Roger 
Black for coming to our school and inspiring us all, through his fantastic stories, and his great training sessions. He 

has inspired a generation of John Colet athletes, including myself.                                         James Davis – 6G 

Drive IQ  -  Parent Guide 

There is a 30 page information guide for parents to help make informed choices when it’s their child's moment to sit in the 
driver’s seat. A free and instant access to the guide can be found by going to http://www.a2omcic.org/content/
ParentGuidev201112.pdf 

http://www.a2omcic.org/content/ParentGuidev201112.pdf
http://www.a2omcic.org/content/ParentGuidev201112.pdf
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Taking Maths Further Conference  
Year 10 students headed to Aylesbury High School for a taste of Mathematics of a different 
kind; a day designed to stretch and inspire the minds of these bright young people. By the end 
of the sessions, students had come up with some cunning ways to catch criminals; they had  
deciphered the magical world of complex numbers and linked the popular computer game, 
Tomb Raider, with the scalar triple product!  A lecture on the way mathematics helped to create 
the multi-billion dollar company, Google, inspired our students to start considering their own   
future business ventures. John Colet students threw themselves into some really challenging 
tasks, including areas of mathematics that they may later study at A Level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs A Hodson  -  Maths Teacher 

English Department Autumn Poetry Competition 2012 

WINNER:   Frances Merry 7D 

HIGHLY COMMENDED:   

Harry Axford 7B  

Haleema Khan  7B 

Isabella Parola  7C 

Charlotte Brown  7C 

Jodie Bennett  7D 

Lucy Clark  7D 

Rebecca Lloyd 7G 

Ryan Willis  7S 

COMMENDED: 

Thomas Walford  7B 

Kim Kling  7B 

Thomas Bullows  7B 

William Alberti  7C 

Millie Guntrip  7C 

Chloe Keeping  7C (for presentation) 

Gaia Cook  7C   (for presentation) 

Tom Doherty  7G 

Scott Burge  7H 

Alex Fryer  7H 

Jake Houghton  7H 

Corey Meehan  7S 

There were some pretty impressive poems, well done to all      
entries. Congratulations to all those who have won chocolate 
prizes. 

Help Week 2012  

Congratulations must go to the School Council for arranging yet another successful Help Week.   

This year staff and students raised over £2,300 to support Weston Turville Wells for Tanzania.  

The highlights of the week, as in past years were the talent shows, which attracted large crowds and 
demonstrated once again how talented (and brave!) many of our students are.  Students also took part 
in a sponsored silence and brought in a dazzling array of cakes to sell.  

Well done everyone! 
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Primary Liaison 
Literacy Help at Halton - Friday 19th October 

Jess Payne, Megan Bowness, Megan Sellwood and Emma Peace from Year 8 went to Halton         
Combined School to help Years 5 and 6 in their Literacy hour. However, on this day the Year 5 and 6     
pupils were writing definitions of shapes, so this was an interesting mixture of Maths and English! The Colet       
students worked with a small group of pupils on this activity and their individual support was invaluable to 
the children and greatly appreciated by their teacher. 

 Wednesday 24th October 

Amber Cook, Stephanie Beale, Lucy Hedges and Ellie Cunningham from Year 8 also went to Halton 
School where they filmed and interviewed the Years 5 and 6 pupils as they made moving trucks out of 
K’nex as part of their Science week. This was a particularly enjoyable activity as the children were 
competing against each other to see who could produce the truck that went the furthest. Once again 
the support of the John Colet students proved invaluable. 

Wednesday 14th November 

Year 8 students Charlotte Thorpe, Amber Christmas, Henry Swindlehurst and Alex Shepherd went to 
Halton School and helped Years 5 and 6 with newspaper reportage. The pupils were working on     
headlines and orientation and the work was very challenging! However, the Colet students were able 
to assist the children and worked well with their groups. 

Health Week 

On Monday 12th November ten Year 8 students went to John Hampden Infant School to assist with 
their Health Week. Grace Stockland, Stephanie Beale, Charlotte Ball, Megan Bowness, Megan        
Sellwood, Jess Payne, Tianni Harper Smith, Taja Ojukwu, Davina Aquilano and Kerrie Parsons were 
each allocated a group of Year 2 pupils and were their leaders. They helped the children participate in 
a variety of activities, spread around the school hall that included healthy eating, importance of           
exercise, cleaning teeth, jigsaws and identifying food groups from around the world. 

It was a very active and enjoyable 90 minutes and the Year 8 students were a credit to the school. The 
John Hampden teachers and the leader of the session were very complimentary about the mature way 
the girls approached the tasks and how good they were with the Year 2 pupils.  

Drama Workshop 

The third Drama workshop for Year 4 pupils is nearing its close and the primary school children have       
thoroughly enjoyed performing their fairy tales with help from Year 8 and Year 10 Colet students.  Miss      
Dolder and Mrs Griffin have worked hard to ensure the Year 4 children have learnt a little about Drama    
techniques. 

Making Movies 

The fourth Making  Movies Club is also nearing its close as the Year 5 children, ably assisted by Year 8 and 
10 students are starting to put storyboards, characters, scenery and digital photographs together to make 
their movies. The children have come up with some very entertaining ideas and it will be interesting to view 
the finished results! 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Come and join us on Saturday, 1st December for the opening of  
Wendover Community Library! 

Everyone is Welcome 
 

Programme 

11.30 a.m.   Music by Local Music Students 
12.00 noon   Official Opening followed by light refreshments  
12.30 to 1.30 p.m.          Entertainment for adults and children by James Carter, poet/   

  musician                          

                                       ‘Journey to the Centre of  my Brain’   

   This concludes the events for the morning. 

However, James Carter will remain in the library where you can meet him and, finally     
between 2.30 – 3.00 p.m. he will perform at a quieter session for younger children and 

babies and their parents and grandparents entitled ‘Hey, Little Bug ‘ 

Wendover Community Library 

John Colet School were approached by the committee of Wendover Community Library to see if any of 
our students would like to design a logo which would  be used on their documentation. 

Four students took up the challenge, Mark Paulley, Leo Thompson, Emma Simpson and Luke Paulley. 
On the evening of 25th October they presented their ideas to the library committee. The brief was to   

encompass in the logo the library strapline which is “'An open door....... for books and more'. 

The students presented their ideas which were amazing, thoughtful and professional. The committee 
deliberated and discussed the ideas and decided after much consideration that overall Luke Paulley  
had designed the logo which they felt had promoted their strapline in the best way. The committee 
asked for a few modifications to his initial design which he was happy to do. 

All our students were commended on their designs, for their willingness to rise to the challenge, for     

giving of their time and for sharing their talents. Luke’s design will be used on the library’s stationery 

and all students are exhibiting their artwork for the grand opening on December 1st at 11.00 a.m. 
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For your Free initial half hour consultation, call us on:                                                                                          
01494 862226 (Prestwood office)        01296 620443 (Wendover office)                            

2 Wycombe Road, Prestwood, HP16 0PW       10a High Street, Wendover, HP22 6AE 

www.dckaye.co.uk 

         JH Tutorials 

Providing one to one tuition in 
The Vale and Chilterns for 25 

years 

Tutoring from local, highly qualified        
professionals only 

      A level: subjects include Maths, all the     
Sciences and  English 

      GCSE: experienced teachers available 
in most subjects 

      Key Stage 3, 11+, SEN and support for    
students with dyslexia. 

      Principal: Dr Michele Challenger 

      Tel: 01296 428290   Mobile : 07950839851 

      Email: info@jhtutorials.co.uk   

     Website: www.jhtutorials.co.uk 

Personal tuition makes the difference and 
gets results 

Give us a call now 

The school would like to thank all the  advertisers, although John Colet School  cannot endorse or accept liability 

for goods or services advertised. 

If you have a business or an event you would like to advertise in the John Colet Newsletter we would be 
delighted to help. We ask for a small fee of £5.00 per advertisement which is paid into the John Colet 
School Fund and used to help purchase much needed equipment for the school. If you are interested in 
this facility please contact the school office on 01296 623348 or  E Mail: office@john colet.co.uk 

mailto:info@jhtutorials.co.uk
http://www.jhtutorials.co.uk

